Improved
Pregnancy
Outcome—
New Initiative,

Old Principles

O For vears, the vital records have
shown that infant mortality and
the rate of teenage pregnancies
are higher in some parts of the
United States than in others. Close
analysis of the statistics reveals
that 13 jurisdictions—12 States
and the District of Columbia—
contribute a  disproportionate
share of the nation’s infant deaths
and teenage pregnancies.

i3 The Federal/State Improved
Pregnancy Outcome (IPO) Pro-
gram, a new initiative of the Bu-
reau of Community Health Serv-
ices, is aimed at changing thesc
statistics by improving maternal
care and thus pregnancy outcome
through better coordination and
augumentation of existing re-
sources in the areas with high
rates. The Bureau's Office for
Maternal and Child Health will
make funds available up to
$400,000 per vear for not more
than 5 years to each area to im-
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Cover—The Emergency Medical
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prove services for mothers and in-
fants through such activities as
carly initiation of prenatal care,
the establishment of referral and
outreach systems, and linkages
among primary, secondary, and
tertiary levels of care. Activities
may be restricted at the outset to
local areas of a State such as a dis-
trict, county, or group of counties,
but the activities must be a part
of the State’s Maternal and Child
Health Plan and extend statewide
by the end of the 5-year project
period.

3 To augment the manpower re-
quired to deliver the needed serv-
ices, the health departments of the
18 jurisdictions have been quali-
fied as National Health Service
Corps assignment arcas. The 13
jurisdictions are Alabama, Arkan-
sas,  Florida. Georgia, Illinois,
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  North
Carolina, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, West Virginia,
and the District of Columbia.

— National Health Service Corps
physicians can be assigned to the
health departments to assist in
implementing the IPO Program.
The physicians will have the op-
portunity to participate in the
administration of the Program
and to practice preventive clinical
medicine.

O Also, as part of the IPO Pre
gram, we have contracted with th
American Academy of Pediatric
to provide to all States, upon re
quest, an assessment of their needs
and assistance in program develop
ment. A program evaluation man
ual is being prepared to help the
Bureau assess innovative and suc
cessful individual elements of
State programs that can be shared
with all the States whether or noi
they are receiving IPO funds.

71 The Improved Pregnancy Out
come Program marks the start of
an initiative which is not new.
but rather a concept based on old
principles—regionalization, State
systems, public health nursing, in-
service education, quality service
at all levels, and the coordination
and integration of resources. Thus,
the Program represents not so
much a new initiative as a new op-
portunity, a new adventure. Imple
menting it in a continuing part
nership with the States, we hope
to promote and improve the
health of the mothers and chil
dren of this country.

George 1. Lvthcott, MD
Administrator
Health Services Administration
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Catalog of HRA Publications

B Copies of the new Catalog of HRA
Publications are now available from
the Office of Communications, Health
Resources Administration, Center Bldg.,
Rm. 10-30, 3700 East-West Highway,
Hyattsville, Md. 20782. The 45-page
booklet lists available publications
printed from 1974 through 1976, in-
cludes a brief description of the con-
tents of each, and indicates where
the publication is available—from the
Superintendent of Documents or the
National Technical Information Service.

Produced through the Linotron pro-
cess (computerized typesetting), the
catalog will be updated periodically to
add new publications and delete those
that are out of date or no longer avail-
able.

1977 AMA Congress
on Occupational Health

B The 37th annual American Medical
Association (AMA) Congress on Occu-
pational Health will be held Sept. 19—
20, 1977, at Stouffer’s Riverfront Tow-
ers in St. Louis, Mo.

This 2-day meeting, cosponsored by
the National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, is open to all health
professionals but is of particular in-
terest and help to part-time occupa-
tional physicians. Concurrent sessions
will cover health programs for special
employee groups, work stress and job
performance, the vital role of the occu-
pational health nurse, toxic substances
in industry, emergency medical/dis-
aster planning, and many other topics.

The congress provides 12 hours of
Category | credit todward the AMA
Physician’s Recognition Award. The
registration fee is $40. For further in-
formation, contact Department of En-
vironmental, Public, and Occupational
Health, American Medical Association,
535 North Dearborn Street, Chicago,
1ll. 60610 (phone 312/751-6526).
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education notes

Courses in biohazard containment and
control. The University of Minnesota
School of Public Health, under a con-
tract from the National Cancer Institute’s
Office of Research, is again conducting
laboratory safety training courses.

Biohazard and Injury Control in the
Biomedical Laboratory, which is designed
for senior technicians and scientists
working in fields related to cancer
virology and consists of lectures and
workshops, will be held November 1-3,
1977, at the University of Alabama, Bir-
mingham. A 2-day course without work-
shops will be held December 13-14 at
the National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Md.

Biohazard Containment and Control
for Recombinant DNA Molecules is
aimed at principal investigators, scien-
tists, and senior technicians working with
genetic recombinants and is a combina-
tion of lectures, workshops, and labora-
tory demonstrations on the specific po-
tential of hazards involved in this
research. The course will be held Sep-
tember 7-8, 1977, at the Frederick Can-
cer Research Center, Frederick, Md.

The courses are tuition-free; partici-
pants pay only for travel and living ex-
penses. Enrollment is limited, and early
application is recommended.

For additional information on a course,
contact Donald Vesley, PhD, Associate
Professor, School of Public Health, 1158
Mayo Memorial Bldg., 420 Delaware St.,
SE, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis,

Minn. 55455, telephone 612/373-5943
(specifying complete name of the
course) .

Training course in maternal and child
health. The University of California
School of Public Health, Berkeley, has
announced the availability of training
opportunities in the field of maternal
and child health, and applications are
being received for September 1978. Tax-
exempt fellowships are available.
Training courses include: general ma-
ternal and child health, health of the
school age child, adolescence, handi-
capped children, maternal health and
family planning, perinatology, and com-
prehensive care (ambulatory pediatrics).

Inquiries about the courses should be
sent to Dr. Helen M. Wallace, Professor
of Maternal and Child Health, Uni-
versity of California School of Public
Health, Berkeley, Calif. 94720.

Seminars on air pollution control and
water quality engineering sponsored
by Vanderbilt University. A seminar on
“Meteorology and Air Pollution Con-
trol: New Concepts and Developments”
will be held August 22-25, 1977. Lecture
sessions will be at the School of Engi-
neering, Vanderbilt Univérsity. The
seminar is presented for engineers and
professional personnel responsible for
the design of facilities for the control
and monitoring of air pollutants. Dis-
persion of pollutants into the atmosphere
requires the use of a stack, and the
seminar will present the basic meteoro-
logical information and the mathe-
matical models.that apply to the design
of an appropriate one. Use of these
models in devising meteorological inter-
mittent control systems will be discussed.
Computer programs prepared by the
US. Environmental Protection Agency
using these models will be reviewed.
The registration. fee for this seminar
(including all preprinted material) is
$300.

A seminar on “Process Design in
Water Quality Engineering: New Con-
cept and Developments” will be held
November 28-December 2, 1977. The
seminar will be held at the Holiday Inn-
Vanderbilt in Nashville, Tenn. Its ob-
jective is to present the most up-to-date
detailed procedures for use in the design
of unit operations and of processes cur-
rently in use in waste treatment schemes.
The seminar is designed to present the
design procedures in sufficient detail so
that they can immediately be put into
practice in producing or reviewing actual
designs. The registration fee (including
all preprinted material) is $375.

Both seminars are sponsored by the
Department of Environmental Engineer-
ing and Policy Management and the
Center for Environmental Quality Man-
agement of Vanderbilt University. For
further information, contact Prof. W. W.
Eckenfelder, Vanderbilt University, Box
6222, Sta. B., Nashville, Tenn. 37235.
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tions. Edited by Dan J. Lettieri. DHEW
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garty International Center for Advanced
Study in the Health Sciences. DHEW
Publication No. (NIH) 77-1205, 1977;
159 pages; $1.80.

Modulation of Host Immune Resistance
in the Prevention or Trecatment of In-
duced Neoplasias. A conference spon-
sored by the Virus Cancer Program, Na-
tional Cancer Institute, and the John E.
Fogarty International Center for Ad-
vanced Study in the Hecalth Sciences.
Edited by Michael A. Chirigos. DHEW
Publication No. (NIH) 77-893. Fogarty
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1977; 396 pages; $8.30 (Stock No.
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Guide to the Collection and Transport
of Virological Specimens (including
chlamydial and rickettsial specimens).
By C. R. Madeley (ISBN 92 4 154055 9).
1977; 40 pages; $4.20; Geneva. (Also
available in French.)

Legislative Action to Combat Smoking
Around the World. A Survey of Exist-
ing Legislation (ISBN 92 4 169273 1).
Offprint from International Digest of
Health Legislation, Vol. 29, No. 3. 1976;
28 pages; $240; Geneva. (Also available
in Irench.)

Cancer Incidence in Five Continents,
Vol. 3. Edited by J. Waterhouse, C. Muir,
P. Correa, and J. Powell. IARC Publica-
tion No. I5 (International Agency for
Research on Cancer, Lyon, France). 1976;
584 pages; $40; Geneva.

Histological Typing of Intestinal Tu-
mours: International Histological Classi-
fication of Tumours, No. 15. By B. C.
Morson in collaboration with L. H.
Sobin and pathologists in 17 countries.
(ISBN 92 4 176015 X). 1977; 69 pages,
including 134 colour transparencies; $86,
book only—$32. (French, Spanish, and
Russian editions in preparation.)

Family Formation Patterns and Health:
An international collaborative study in
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Turkey. Edited by A. R. Omran and
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Health Organization, Regional Office for
Europe, Copenhagen. 1977; 102 pages.

An Environmental Sanitation Plan for
the Mediterrancan Seaboard: Pollution
and Human Health. By J. Brisou. Public
Health Papers, No. 62, 1976; 96 pages;
$4. (French, Spanish, and Russian edi-
tions in preparation.)

Biological Standardization. Report of a
WHO Expert Committee. WHO Tech-
nical Report Series No. 594 (ISBN
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(Also published in Irench and Spanish.)
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WHO publications may be obtained from
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